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Introduction and status of the NFU Legal Assistance Scheme 

1. This document sets out the terms and conditions of membership of the NFU Legal Assistance 
Scheme ("LAS" or the "Scheme").  This document is important and you should read it carefully 
in conjunction with the LAS Rules and the Operating Protocols available on 
www.nfuonline.com   
 

2. The LAS is a discretionary contributory benefit scheme, and is not a legal expenses insurance 
policy.  
  

3. Under the Scheme, Scheme Members can apply for a financial contribution towards the cost of 
professional fees incurred in disputes arising out of their businesses as farmers and growers 
("Awards").  Awards will be made in accordance with these Terms and Conditions.   
 

4. Whilst the grant of Awards is at the discretion of the LAS Team and the Legal Board, all 
applications for Awards ("Applications") will be reviewed on a fair and consistent basis.  
Scheme Members have the right to appeal against any decision of the LAS Team to refuse an 
Application.  Further details of the appeal procedure can be found at paragraph 29 of these 
Terms and Conditions. 
 

5. These Terms and Conditions may be varied by the Legal Board (with the approval of the 
Governance Board) from time to time.  Save in respect of any change required to comply with 
law or applicable regulation (which may be made with immediate effect) any change to these 
Terms and Conditions will take effect from the commencement of the next Scheme Year after 
such change has been approved by the Governance Board. Scheme Members will be notified 
of any changes to be/which have been made when membership renewal information is sent to 
Scheme Members. 
 

6. Capitalised terms used in this document have a specific meaning – these meanings can be 
found in paragraph 31 of this document.  

Membership 

7. 

http://www.nfuonline.com/
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22. Awards shall not be made in respect of professional fees to the extent such fees are 
recoverable under any legal expenses insurance policy maintained by the relevant Scheme 
Member.  The LAS Team may require Scheme Members to provide copies of any relevant 
insurance policy prior to the making or payment of any Award. 
 

23. If an initial Award is made, the LAS Team and the Legal Board may at their discretion grant 
additional Awards having regard to the circumstances of the dispute (including in light of any 
new facts or circumstances which arise during the conduct of the dispute) until such time as 
the case is concluded or the LAS Team and/or the Legal Board confirm an Award as a final 
contribution. 
 

24. Sums due under an Award are payable to the relevant Scheme Member on production of 
receipted invoices in respect of relevant professional fees whilst they remain in membership.  
In exceptional circumstances, the LAS Team may 
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(b) authorises the NFU to use information from their case (on an anonymous basis) to 

provide assistance to NFU Members experiencing similar situations. 

Appeals 

29. 

http://www.nfuonline.com/
http://www.nfuonline.com/


NFU Legal Assistance Scheme 
 
Terms and conditions of the NFU Legal Assistance Scheme 

5 
 

Compliance/LAS Subscription Terms/Oct ‘12/v0.1 

"Legal Board" 

http://www.nfuonline.com/

